
Minutes from the annual general meeting (AGM) of Wantage & Grove 
Angling Club, held on Monday 6 February 2023 at the Old Mill Hall, Grove.

There were 16 members present: Matt Andrew (chair), Peter Constable (secretary), Bob Steele 
(match secretary), Vicky Knowlson, Des Bushnell, Gerry Austin, Danny Dance, John Blackwell, Karl 
Dawson, Phil Mansbridge. Andy O'Shaughnessy, Andy Moody, Derek Farmer, Colin Butler, Roy 
Brooks & Rob Wilkinson.

Apologies: Richard Harrison (treasurer) & Les Teale,
Meeting started at 7:05pm

The minutes from the AGM on Monday 7 February 2022 were accepted unanimously as a true and 
accurate record.

Chair’s Report
Matt gave an update on the bank work including the necessity of the repair to the section between pegs 
5-8.
The new solar-powered aeration system is now secured in place, the bubblers are working but the 
paddle aerator needs attention, this is being attended to by the supplier. The existing diesel-generator 
has been repaired and it will be kept as a backup to the solar system.
The netting carried out in March last year was successful and about 250lb of small (under 6”) fish were 
removed and donated the The Plough AC.
Matt thanked all who helped at work parties and those who donated their time and efforts to the club, 
particular thanks went to Danny for his work on the pond, Les for his pond water analysis and Karl for 
supplying materials at cost.

Boat
The existing boat is in a very poor state of repair. After research, a suitable replacement was found at a 
cost of £795. As this is a health and safety issue it was recommended that the club proceed quickly.
The purchase was proposed by Matt Andrew, seconded by Andy Moody, carried unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report
The year ended in the black with a healthy £10644.55 in the bank with a cash float of £79.30.
Big Ticket items this year are obviously:
The bank works @ £5,111.89 (inc machine hire) and the aeration system @ £3,856.30
But obviously these are offset by the grants obtained by Peter (Well done again that man) which totalled 
£6,000.



Secretary’s Report
Membership
The adult membership is full with 200 members, of these, 198 are ordinary members (17 of which hold 5 
year memberships) and 2 are honorary members
Junior membership stands at 24 (from a maximum of 25)
There are 27 guest permits.
Waiting lists

Within OX12 postcode area
There are currently 57 people on the waiting list (51 adult and 6 junior). However, 16 of these are 
considered to be valueless as they didn’t reply or respond to membership offer in 2022.

Outside OX12 postcode area
There are 51 on this list (47 adult and 4 juniors)
EA Grants
The club secured two grants from the EA in 2022.
First was a grant of £2,500 to contribute to the installation of a solar-powered aeration system.
The second was for £3,500 for bank repairs and specifically aimed at improving the swims on the south 
(railway) bank.
Contact with the EA and other bodies will continue as the club looks to obtain grant money where 
available.
Life Jackets
The club has purchased 3 life jackets (in M, L & XL). These will be stored in the shed and must be worn by 
anyone using the boat
Fish stocks
The club has ordered 100qty 8-10inch perch. These will be stocked at the end Feb/early March.

Match Secretary’s Report
The dates for the next season’s match calendar are close to being finalised.
The peg fees fund has £398 in it and the engraving costs are expected to be in the region of £300.
Bob suggested that the number of trophies be cut as the winners often don’t collect them. This will be 
monitored through 2023 and reviewed in time for a proposal at the 2024 AGM

Election of Officers 
There being no proposals for changes to, or resignations from, the executive committee. It was proposed 
that the existing executive officers were elected en bloc.

Proposed by Gerry Austin, seconded by Andy Moody, carried unanimously.
The club regrets the resignation of two non-executive officers, John Blackwell is stepping down from his 
role as deputy chair and Vicky Knowlson form the assistant match secretary position. The club expressed 
its thanks to both for their work and support of the club.
Andy Moody kindly offered his services as assistant match secretary and Vicky Knowlson agreed to stand 
for the position of vice chair.

Both proposed by Matt Andrew and seconded by Phil Mansbridge, carried unanimously. 



Rule and Constitution changes

Standing Item Membership fees 
£5 Joining fee; £35 Adult membership; £5 Junior membership Remain unchanged

Constitution
Addition to the constitution

4.1.1
No executive officer of the club shall be, or has 
been within the past year, an executive officer 
of any other angling club or similar

Proposed by Matt Andrew, seconded by Peter 
Constable
12 for, 1 against, 2 abstain. Carried

For the record, the outgoing vice chair, John Blackwell, would like to note his strong 
objection to this item.

There were no changes to the general or match rules

Swift Ditch
The club has taken the decision to relinquish the lease on Swift Ditch, consequently the last day to 
fish this water will be the end of the river season on Friday 14 March 2023.
The club regrets this decision but due to a couple of issues within the land owner’s family the fishery 
has deteriorated to an unfishable state.

Any Other Business
Rob Wilkinson will pursue the options for a junior match or trophy
Des asked about the chain at the top of Station Rd, it is sometimes very tight, it was suggested that this is  
because the chain gets twisted and can be untwisted to slacked it off.
Vicky asked if there is anyway to keep the carp out of the shallow north end of the pond, fishery 
management companies will be consulted for feasibility and cost
There appears to be an otter at the pond. The club is to approach the otter trust to see if it can be 
moved.

The next AGM is on Monday 5th February 2024, starting at 7:00pm, at the Old Mill Hall Grove.
Meeting closed at 9:05pm

I agree these are an accurate minute of the meeting.

Proposed Seconded

Signed 
by

Position

Date
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